


Article 5(2) of the Berne Convention

„The enjoyment and the exercise of these rights 
shall not be subject to any formality;”
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What scale?
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In 2023

8.923.901 copyright registrations

took place in China, an increase of 
40.46% compared to the previous year. 

*LEXOLOGY.COM



What is it good for?



In general

- assists enforcement 
- tackling online infringements (NTD)

- ex officio enforcement actions (customs and border 
measures)

- enforcement of rights abroad
Better identification of 
works and authors means
more legal certainty

- facilitates the commercialization of 
intellectual assets

- facilitates licensing, transfer of ownership

- helps investments and securitization

- enhances IP backed financing

- can secure other intangible assets
- business secrets, know how



Why now?



Why now - The boom of AI creations

European TDM 
framework which
includes the opt out 
possibility from AI 
training for
rightholders

Transparency
requirements in the AI 
Act





Why now – Tech developments

The rise of blockchain and 
cloud technologies provides 
new perspectives for secure 
data operations.



Why now - Identifiers

The different types of
standard identifiers such as
ISAN, ISBN, ISWC, etc. are
more and more used and 
could also complement the
registry.

https://blog.lulu.com/do-you-need-an-isbn/



Why now – Other models

Examples of other two-tier
registries.



Why now – Experience with other databases

Experience in managing other 
copyright-related databases.



What to tackle with?



- coexistence with existing national 
systems Some challenges

and required steps

- possible false perception of copyright 
protection

- the question of legal remedies e.g. in the 
case of false registrations

- costs/fees

- lack of harmonisation

- concrete features to be analysed and 
agreed upon



Thank you for your
attention.


